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• Opening remarks from the Councilmember on his 
priorities relating to education 

• My husband and I speak both English and Spanish with 
our two daughters at home, and it is very important to 
us that we find bilingual programs outside of school 
hours as they grow. Our eldest daughter is 3-years-old, 
and we are in the difficult process of trying to find the 
right school and right programs for her as she gets 
older. It has been very hard finding programs that exist 
in our Ward and around the city that reflect what we 
want for our girls, and with the 63% decrease in Out of 
School Time funds from 2010 to 2017, we are 
incredibly worried that fewer and fewer programs will 
exist when our daughters enter school, and we are not 
alone in having this fear. Will you commit to working 
with the Council and the Mayor’s office to invest $25 
million in Out of School Time programs? 

• As a member of the ESSA Task Force, I am constantly 
exposed to the data not only on our city, but on our 
Ward. I also see how the data for black boys shows 
that they are consistently underperforming and under-
resourced. I am a mother of three black boys, and I am 
terrified of what this means for my kids. How do you 
plan to work with SBOE, OSSE, and other stakeholders 
to use this data to solve these inequities?  



• Last year, my daughter lost her great-grandmother. 
She was devastated. Throughout the school year she 
would break into tears in her classes despite loving 
school and the community she had built. Fortunately, 
she had counselors and support systems within her 
school that helped her get through her grief and thrive 
academically.  
How are we making sure our children have the 
supports to be successful in all schools, especially for 
those who need extra behavioral and emotional 
support?  

 

 

 


