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•

I am the guardian of a 17-year old who 4 years
ago was about to repeat the 6th grade for the
3rd time. His ability to learn was already
decided for him and impacted how he saw
himself in the classroom. Because school is
such a big part of our lives, he needs a lot of
encouragement and counseling to help build
his self-worth and competency in all academic
areas. As a member of the Education
Committee, how are you working to ensure
that DC schools prioritize sharing knowledge of
and facilitating access to college for my
nephew and students like him, in the face of a
systemic bias against his perceived ability to
achieve?
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•

•

In DCPS, there are a lot of breaks for various
reasons: professional development, holidays,
etc. I cannot rely on family support and cannot
afford to pay for extra childcare. We need
more funding to ensure that all families have
access to childcare on these days. Will you
commit to increase OST Funding to $25 million
dollars? What legislation will you and your
office craft to prioritize the needs of families
and ensure that childcare is accessible to all
families?
I'm disappointed in the fact that our aftercare
is overcrowded – all the 3rd, 4th, and 5th
graders are packed in one classroom together,
which is overwhelming for the teacher
supervising them and means that each grade
doesn't get to focus on what they need to.
They are on a range of different levels. I would
love to see afterschool become a space for
individualized learning. What will you do to
ensure that our afterschool programs are
funded well enough so that they can be
effective spaces for continued learning?
As a parent whose son has a learning disability,
I found it difficult to find a school that
effectively served my son’s needs. After trying
two very different charter schools, we decided
to enroll our son in a private school that is a
better fit for his needs. What did you take
away from November’s SPED roundtable, and
how are you following up on those takeaways
to ensure our public schools are effectively
serving students with special education needs,
beyond check the box compliance?

